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Abstract

Mae Mee Village, Hua Muang Sub-district, Muang Parn District, Lampang is the area
where the Karen relocated to. The area is under care of Hua Muang Sub-district
Administration Organisation, Jaeson National Park, Lampang. Karen minority migrated from
the neibouring areas and has been living in Thailand for more than 160 years. Because the
Karen lives in the national park, they cannot hold any documents of possession or
ownership of the land. Their main livelihood is thus rotating agriculture. They harvest in new
areas every 3-5 years. Despite the condition, the Karen does not feel discouraged. They are
proud of their ancestors, culture, and belief. They are taught to respect natural resources
and the balance between human and nature.

Their knowledge on how to live with nature does not only reflect through physical
evidences like local architecture, steps agriculture, conservative irrigation systems and
craftsmanship, All of these activities are based on their profound understanding of nature
and how to live in harmony with it. The physical environment also implies other abstract
contexts which form the caring and responsible community. The Karen’s way of life is an
example on how the local wisdom promotes close relationship between human and nature.
It is also an example of peaceful and self-sufficient way of living.

The study on “Life and Wisdom of Mae Mee Community, Lampang” aims to expand
the knowledge on how humans learn to use their knowledge on beauty to preserve their
identity from the invasion of globalization. It specifically focuses on reflection of the
knowledge through traditional style jewellery, the same way they are related with clothes
and costumes. Both the jewellery and costumes hold their values in decorations, rituals and
spiritual support. Jewellry has always been part of every culture. Evidences from the
prehistoric period also support the fact. The using of jewellery in different cultures teaches
people nowadays about aesthetic values, wisdom and sophisticated craftsmanship of our
ancestors.

Changing needs on forms, materials and subjects cause the values to change. The
value on spiritual support is lessened. Asian designers, especially the contemporary ones,
are influenced by western styles. This is probably because of education or colonization.
Aesthetical values are culturally transferred. Globalization is creating mass production value.
Individual identity is, of course, unavoidably affected. Nevertheless, it cannot be denied that
artists in every country would want their work to also portray their national identities.

The project focuses on creativity and how it is expressed through indigenous
knowledge of the local people. Awareness on how the community relies on nature is the
basis for beliefs, customs and traditions. If is expected that results of the study will become
a suideline on cultural reservation and promotion of indigenous knowledge for other

communities. The project synthesizes knowledge gained to reflect how aesthetics showed in
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harmonious way of living. It studies abstract environment; atmosphere, way of life, beliefs,
customs and traditions. It also studies physical environment; community planning, local
architecture and crafts. The abstract and physical environment enables us how jewellery
expresses these fundamental beliefs. This characteristic can still be seen in remote
communities. It is important that artists and designers today are aware of philosophy of the
nature. Their work should reflect today’s intellectual values, in other words, life and wisdom

of the nation.



