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ABSTRACT

TITLE: A Study of Local Identities for Designing Mekong River Basin Fabric Patterns: A Case

Study of Ban Kum, Huay Pai, Khong Jiam, Ubon Ratchathani
RESEARCHER: Asst. Prof. Dr. Sakchai Sikka
KEYWORDS: Local Identity, Fabric Designs, Mekong Basin

In this research, 2 objectives were set: 1) to study the local identities of the Mekong River Basin area
for use in designing fabric patterns and 2) to develop contemporary hand-woven fabric patterns that are
valuable to the local culture. This research is a qualitative research. The sample in the study and experiment
was the group of hand-woven cotton fabric manufacturers of Ban Kum, Huay Pai Sub-District, Khong Jiam
District, Ubon Ratchathani. The research tools were a questionnaire, an observation form, and a summary
form for the summarization of the brainstorming. The results of this research can be summed up in 2 points as

follows:
1) On the local identities of Mekong River Basin and its application in designing fabric patterns,

It was found that the local identities of Mekong River Basin could be categorized into 2 types: (1) the
overall identities of Mekong River Basin, such as the belief about naga, the naturally existent abundance,
as seen in rocks, islands islets, beach, vegetation and species of marine life, fishing equipment, and so on, (2)
the locally specific identities of Mekong River Basin, such as the painted images at Pha Tam National Park,
Sao Chaliang, Naga Fireballs, and so on. Therefore, the application of the identities to designing fabric
patterns may occur in both styles. As for the criteria for choosing identities, there are many components to
consider, such as the level of difficulty in designing and product manufacture, correspondence to the demand
of customer, and form of product. For this research, the procedure chosen for producing fabric patterns was

the tie-dye method, which is a procedure that is currently popular among manufacturers and being developed.

2) On the development of contemporary hand-woven fabric patterns that are valuable to the local
culture, it was found that the development through the use of the tie-dye technique has a constraint regarding
the selection of local identity patterns. In using the tie-dye technique, the images or drawings must not have
so complex details. Thus, the summary of an easy style of production is using fabric patterns that come from

Mekong River Basin fishes, Naga Fireballs, and waves and choosing the locations for them on the neck



scarves and shawls. The manufactured products are in the group that corresponds to the demand of the

customers and in the group of contemporary products.

From the follow-up on the local research results, this research benefited the sample, resulting in the
increased knowledge and skill in manufacturing hand-woven cotton cloth, which can lead to the production

that brings income to families and the community.



