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Abstract

The research program entitled “The Study of Contemporary Art in ASEAN: Case studies Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Republic
of the Philippines, and Republic of Singapore" has three main objectives that include 1) To investigate the
variety of styles, techniques, equipments, and specific characteristics of contemporary art media in each
ASEAN country 2) To explore issues relating to contemporary art, which are spaces of contemporary art,
social context, and roles of art institutions 3) To initiate connections with human resources in each country

ranging from artists, art instructors, educational institution, to contemporary art-related organisations.

Researchers in six research projects selected their research subject based on their classes they are
responsible in the Faculty of Painting Faculty of Painting, Sculpture, and Graphic Arts, Silpakorn University.
Pongpan Chattanamatta studied Jaow Anuwong Monument in Laos. Seubsakul Sarunprunti studied
photography art in Myanmar.  Assoc.Profo Sutee Kunavichayanont studied alternatives art spaces in
Vietnam. Taweewit Kijtanasoontorn studied experimental film in the Philippines. Assist Prof Dr. Chaiyod
Isavorapan studied university’s museum in Singapore, and Noppadon Virunchatapan studied public sculptures

in Singapore.

Methodologies used in all research projects are of qualitative characters. The methods are
1) Document review 2) Fieldwork 3) Interview 4) Observation and 5) Record. Methods used in each research
project are slightly different from one another due to specific social and cultural contexts in each country.
All researchers transformed raw data into information, analyzed it, and passed their analysis to the head of

research. The head analyzed the over-all findings in a final state.

The analysis of the overall research can be seen as follows: 1) Styles that artists use are of modernism
and postmodernism. Equipment used is various. Some are professional and some amateur. Technique is not
a strong aspect of case-study artists as many of them are not graduated from art school. As a result,
the artists give an emphasis on concept and content reflecting various aspects of modernism, postmodernism,
and post-colonialism. There are two types of art media used. They are traditional medium- sculpture, and

non-traditional media- photography and experimental film. 2) Art, artists and art institutions are part of



society. What artists or art institutions present is the reflection of social, economical, and cultural contexts.
The characteristics of relationship between art/artists/art institutions and society are supportive as well as
interrogative, critical, and challenging. 3) All researchers have initiated art connections in ASEAN, using
interview methods and making both formal and informal conversations with 37 people in total. 28 of them
have organizational affiliation and nine are independent. Affiliations are educational institutions, museums,

galleries and company.

Contemporary art in ASEAN is a new and challenging subject to be researched. The learning,
exploring and analyzing process needs time. More art researchers are required too as they can collaborate in

collecting enough information for generating regional knowledge in a near future.



